Ethopharmacology: a creative approach to identification and characterisation of novel psychotropics.
The present contribution describes the basic fundamentals of animal models in ethopharmacology. After defining the role of ethopharmacology in the development of animal models of relevant human diseases, this methodology is used to classify different categories of aggression. Furthermore, the behavioural aspects of agonistic (aggressive) modelling are outlined and the various models used to describe offensive and defensive behaviours, and some miscellaneous models are summarized. Finally, some remarks on the new class of psychoactive drugs, serenics, are given.